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1. 


Please change the title to • Picking Rake with Dual Handles and Dual Rake Heads for Gathering 


and Picking Material 


In the Conclusion, Ramifications and Scope of Invention: 
Please append the following sentence after the last sentence: 

The terms "right" and "left" are used simply to differentiate between the two rake imits and 
should not be construed to mean only the right side and the left side components. The 
components may be superimposed or rearranged, for instance, to accommodate left-handed 
users as well. 

In the Claims: 

Cancel all claims of record and substitute new claims 101 - 130 as follows: 


A 


101. A picking Fake comprising: 

a) a right rafee unit comprising: 

a) a right rake head comprising a structure bounded by a right tine end, a right handle 
end opposir^said right tine end, and a right middle edge adjoining said right tine 
end and said rrght handle end, 

b) a right rake handk comprising an elongated member having a right distal end and a 
right proxima^end, 

c) wherein said right^hanS^e end of said right rake head is connected to said right 
distal end, 

b) a left rake unit comprising: 

a) a left rake head comprising a ^cture bounded by a left tine end, a left handle end 
opposite said left tine end, Nmid ^ft middle edge adjoining said left tine end, 

b) a left rake handle comprising^an elcpgated member having a left distal end and a 
left proximal end, 


c) wherein sa^d left handle end of said left rake head is connected to said left distal 
end, and 

d) a first means \o releasably hold together said right rake unit and said left rake unit 
such that said right tine end and said left tine end are aligned substantially side by 
side forming a continuous contour, said right middle edge adjacent said left middle 
edge, and said rikht rake handle adjacent said left rake handle, 

whereby when the tw® rake heads are connected to each other, a wider raking span is 
provided, whereby when the two rake heads are detached fi-om each other, both can 
become a tool for picking up material, and whereby a user using said picking rake can 
work more efficiently and with less fatigue compared to using a common rake for 
gathering material and anoAer method for picking said material because said user is 
able to shift fi-om raking to i^icking and vice versa without having to change tools each 
time. 


102. The picking rake in claim 101 furtfter including a second means to join said right rake 

handle to said left rake handle towai^s said right proximal end, said second means selected 
from a group comprising: 
A. a means comprising: 

a) a first right aperture on said rmht rake\handle disposed near said right proximal 


end. 


\ 


b) a first left aperture on said left sake handle disposed near said left proximal 


end, 


\ 
\ 


c) cord, chain, or equivalent flexibleielongated material, and 

d) wherein said cord, chain, or equivalent flexible^longated material is threaded 
through said first right aperture and saiq first left aperture and closed off at each end 
with a knot or equivalent retainer, 

B. a means comprising: 

a) a second right aperture on said right r^e handle disposed near said right 
proximal end. 


b) a second left ape^re on said left rake handle disposed near said left proximal 
end, 

c) a chain comprising Vt least two links, said chain having a first link on one end and 
a last link on the other end, 

d) wherein said first link is secured to said second right aperture, and 

e) wherein said last link is^cured to said second left aperture, 

C. a means comprising: \\ 

a) a third right aperture on said right rake handle disposed near said right proximal 
end, \ \ 

b) a first ring secured to said thirkright aperture, 

c) a second ring disposed and retair^d on a section of rake handle closest said first 
ring, said second ring capable of tummg freely around the perimeter of said left rake 
handle, and \ 

d) wherein said first ring is linked to sai^ second ring, 

D. a means comprising: 

a) a first screw eye moimted near said right\proximal end of said right rake handle, 

b) a second screw eye mounted on a section o||said left rake handle closest said first 
screw eye, and 

c) a third ring linking said first screw eye to saic^seconcl screw eye, 

E. a means comprising: 

a) a fourth right aperture on said right rake handl^disposed near said right proximal 
end, 

b) a fourth left aperture on said left rake handle disp'^sed on a section of said left 
rake handle closest said fourth right aperture, and 

c) a fourth ring of size capable of being loosely threaded through said fourth right 
aperture and said fourth left aperture, \ '^^ 

whereby said second means allows at least one of the rake uni& to turn such that said right 

rake head can substantially face said left rake head, and wherepy said second mbans 

\ 


further allows the fa^g rake units to be drawn apart from and be drawn closer to each 
other when at least one of the rake handles is swung outwardly and inwardly respectively. 


103. A dual-handle for a raking and picking up tool having a gathering component comprising: 

a) a first handle comprising an elongated member having a first distal end and a first 
proximal end, 

b) a second handle comprising an elongated member having a second distal end and a 
second proximal end, 

c) wherein the first and second dtetal ends are each connected to said gathering 
component of said tool^ ahcL \ ^^ 

d) a means to join said first handle toi said second handle towards said first proximal end, 
said means selected from a group cWprising: 


\ 


A. a means comprising: 


\ 


\ 


a) a first right aperture on said first hai^le disposed near said first proximal end, 

b) a first left aperture on said second handle disposed near said second proximal 
end, 

c) cord, chain, or equivalent flexible elong^ed material, and 

d) wherein said cord, chain, or equivalent fl^ible elongated material is threaded 


through said first right aperture and said first 1 
with a knot or equivalent retainer, 


aperture and closed off at each end 


B. a means comprising: 

a) a second right aperture on said first handle disposed near said first proximal end, 

f) a second left aperture on said second handle dispo\ed near said second proximal 
end, 

g) a chain comprising at least two links, said chain hav^g a first link on one end and 
a last link on the other end, 

h) wherein said first link is secured to said second right aperture, and 



i) wherein said l^t link is secured to said second left aperture. 


C. a means comprising: 

a) a third right apertm-e on said first handle disposed near said right proximal end, 

b) a first ring secured t© said third right aperture, 

c) a second ring receivable outside said second handle and retained on a section 
thereon closest said first ring, said second ring capable of rotating fi-eely along its 
longitudinal axis around the perimeter of said second handle, and 

d) wherein said first ring is lunked to said second ring, 


D. a means comprising: 
a) a first screw eye mounted nearksaid first proximal end of said first handle, 

d) a second screw eye mounted oi^ section of said second handle closest said first 
screw eye, and 

e) a third ring linking said first screw\y^, to said second screw eye, 

E. a means comprising: 
a) a fourth right aperture on said first handl^disposed near said first proximal end, 

e) a fourth left aperture on said second handle dl^dsed on a section of said second rake 
handle closest said fourth right aperture, and 

f) a fourth ring of size capable of being loosely threaded through said fourth right 
aperture and said fourth left aperture, 

whereby at least one of the handles can pivot and swing iWardly and outwardly to 
reposition the gathering components of said tool. 


\ 


104. The dual-handle in claim 103 fiirther including at least one ftand gjip or equivalent 

handling member comprising a branch extending substantially transversely fi-om at least 
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one of the handles andlaisposed thereon within reach of a user with an extended arm 
whereon the user can hd^s^aid dual handle when gathering and picking material. 

105. The dual-handle claim 104 wherein at least one said handling member is movable and 
fixable along the length of theVake handle it is on by some third means whereby said dual- 
handle can be adapted to users different height and arm reach. 

106. The dual-handle in claim 104 wherein at least one of the handles is adjustable in length by 
some fourth means. \ \ 

\\ 

107. The dual handle in claim 103 wherein said first handle is shorter than said second handle 
and wherein said means is disposed towani said first proximal end on said first handle and 
on a section of said second handle closest to said first proximal end when the first and 
second distal ends are substantially aligned] 


108. The picking rake in claim 102 wherein said right rake handle is shorter than said left rake 

\ \ 

handle and wherein said second means is disposed towards said right proximal end on said 
right rake handle and on a section of said left rake handle closest to said right proximal 
end. Y 

N 

109. The picking rake in claim 101 wherein at least one of the rake heads further includes a face 
extension comprising an additional rake head area extending towards the side adjacent the 
other rake head such that each of the rake heads has an^verlapping section when both rake 
units are joined together for gathering material, whereb^said face extension allows for a 
wider raking head thereby increasing the pick up volumawhen used for picking material, 
and whereby said overlapping section augments functions|pf said first means. 


1 10. The dual handle in claim 107 wherein said second handle has a lower part and an upper 
part, said lower part substantially the same length as said fii^t handle, wherein said upper 


T 


part is receivable inside sai^lower part, whereby said upper part can be extended when 
gathering and retracted when^icking. 


111. The picking rake in claim 101 wnerein said first means is disposed onto contacting parts of 
said right rake unit and said left ral^e unit and comprise of at least one selection from a 
group comprising: 

A. a means comprising provision for: 

a) a cylindrical component disposed on one of the rake handles^rOu^t^ 

b) at least one gripper, disposed^lohg the other rake handle, said gripper 
capable of snugly receiving said cy^ndi;ical component when the rake handles are 
urged alongside each other by said u|;er, 

B. a means comprising provision for: 

a) a hand grip or equivalent handling Veml^er disposed on one of the rake 
handles, \ \ 

b) a cylindrical component disposed on the other rake handle, (Xnd 

c) at least one gripper disposed on said hand grip or equivalent handling 
member, said gripper capable of snuglyVeceiving said cylindrical component 
when the rake handles are urged alongside each other by said user, 


C. a means comprising provision for: 

a) a cylindrical component on one of the rake %ndles, 

b) a hole disposed on said cylindrical componer 

c) a snap button disposed inside said cylindrical Component, said snap button 
having at least one positioning head engaged omtwardly in said hole, 

d) a gripper disposed on the other rake handle saidfcnpper capablp of snugly 
receiving said cylindrical component when the rake handles are^ged 


alongside each other, and 


\ 


e) an aperture disposed on said gripper, said aperture capable of further engaging 
said positioning heafl engaged in said hole when said cylindrical component is 
received inside said gcipper. 


D. a means comprising provision for 

a) a first elongated component disposed on one of the rake handles, 

b) a hole disposed on said fir^ elongated component, 

c) a snap button disposed insige said first elongated component, said snap button 
having at least one positioning head engaged outwardly in said hole, 

d) a second elongated componenldisposed on the other rake handle, said second 
elongated component capable o^^ snugly receiving said first elongated 
component inside when the rake%andles are urged alongside each other by 

V 

said user, and V 

e) an aperture disposed on said second elongated member, said aperture capable 
of further engaging said positioning^hekd engaged in said hole when said first 
elongated component is received inside said second elongated component, 


E. a means comprising provision for: 

a) a face extension on at least one of the r^e heads comprising an additional 
rake head area extending towards the si<le adjacent the other rake head such 
that said face extension and said other r^e head each has an overlapping 
section when both rake units are joined together fdr gathering material, 

b) a cavity on one said overlapping section, Lid cavityVhaving a rim, and 

c) a protrusion on another said overlapping section comprising a hook-like 
extension, 

whereby when the two rake heads are brought fcgether, said protrusion engages 
into said cavity, and said hook-like extension latches onto said rim of said cavity 
thereby deterring separation of the two rake heads, 


F. a means comprising pnrovision for a hand grip for each of the rake handles , each of 
said hand grip comprising a brancmpxtending substantially transversely from the rake handle, the 
branches capable of interlocking wr(K each other when the rake handles are urged alongside each 
other by said user. 


112. The picking rake in claim 101 

a) wherein said right rak3^ handle further includes a right arm grip at its said right 
proximal end, 

b) wherein said right arm gAp comprises a right hand grip and a right arm 
leverage for a first hand o^aid user, said right arm leverage disposed closer 
to said user than said right Imnd grip, 

c) wherein said left rake handle nas a lower part and an upper part, said lower 
part substantially the same length as said right rake handle, 

d) wherein said left rake handle fiikher ipcludes a left arm grip disposed on said 
lower part, 

e) wherein said left arm grip compri^s a left hand grip and a left arm leverage 
for a second hand of said user, saidyeft arrn leverage disposed closer to said 
user than said left hand grip, 

f) wherein said left hand grip and said nght hand grip each comprise a branch 
extending substantially transversely from their respective rake handles, 

g) wherein said right arm leverage and said left arm leverage each comprise a 
branch extending substantially transversely from their respective rake handles 
and curved to form a partial loop, and 

h) wherein said right arm grip and said leftjarm grips are each disposed such that 
they are within the reach of said user's extended arm and such that the hand 


grips are substantially aligned when said 
are held together by said first means, 


[ght rake unit and said left rake imit 


• 


II 


whereby holding said right rake unit via said right arm grip with said first hand 

\\ 

and holding said lefnrake unit via said left arm grip with said second hand, said 
\\ 

user is able to fasten, iipfasten, and refasten the two rake units. 

\ 

113. The picking rake in claim 112 wWein said upper part is receivable inside said lower part 
of said left rake handle by some fmh means, whereby the handle can be extended when 
raking and can be retracted when p\cking. 

1 1 4. The picking rake in claim 1 1 2 

a) wherein said right rake hakdle is an integral part of said right rake head, and 

b) wherein said lower part of s^id left rake handle is an integral part of said left 
rake head, 

whereby the rake head and the ar^ grip for each of the rake units can be 
fabricated as one piece. 


115. A handle used in conjunction with a gathering^ component of a raking and picking-up tool 
comprising: 

a) an elongated member having a proximal end and a distal end, 

b) an arm grip comprising a hand grip and an arm jeverage, said arm leverage 
comprising a branch extending substantially transversely from said proximal 
end and curved to form a partial loop,\said hand grip comprising a branch 
extending substantially transversely bef ween said distal end and said proximal 
end, and 

c) wherein said distal end can be mountedjpn said gathering component, 
whereby a pair of the gathering componentacan each be outfitted with said handle 
adapted for a left hand and a right hand of a\iser thereby transforming said pair 
into a picker-upper. 


116. The handle in claim 1 iX wherein said elongated member comprises at least two 
telescoping tubes adjustablV fixable by some sixth means, whereby one handle can meet the 

arm reach of users of varyingNstatures. 

117. A method of deriving raking arid picking up capabilities from a single tool comprising: 

a) providing a rake ha^mlg dual raking heads and dual handles joined 
substantially side by sMe, said rake capable of being parted into two units, 
each unit having its own rake head and rake handle, 

b) providing fastening meaiis that can imite together yet also allow said two units 
to be parted and repositioned to face each other, 

c) parting said two units, 

d) bringing the two rake heads siSbstantially face to face, 

e) swinging at least one of the unife away from the other and urging the parted 
rake heads into a pile of material! 

f) swinging at least one of the units t^^ya^ds the other until the material is snug 

between the two rake heads, 

g) lifting the parted units with material over a receptacle, 

h) releasing picked material by swinging at least one of the units away from the 
other, 

i) reconnecting said two units, and 
j) gathering material with the connected unit^. \ 
whereby the picking up process simulates what a user would do when picking up 
bulky material with his own hands. 

1 1 8. The method in claim 1 1 7 further including providing at leas^one of the rake handles with a 
handling member comprising a branch extending substantially t^sversely -t^refrom, 
whereby said user can part the dual handles, pick up material, reconnect the du^ handles, 
and rake material while holding on to said handling member. 
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119. The method in claim 1 1\ wherein the parting and reconnecting steps comprise urging 
sideways outwardly and inwardl\respectively said handling member on at least one of the rake 
handles. 



120. The method in claim 1 1 8 whereimthe parting and reconnecting steps comprise urging 
forward and backward respectively said handling member on at least one of the rake 
handles. 

121 . A method of providing and using a quasi-permanently fixable length of a handle of a tool 
having a rake head that can gather and pick up^material comprising: 

a) providing a set of nesting tubes (Comprising at least two tubes, said set having 
at least a smallest tube and a largest tube, each of said tubes having a proximal 
end and a distal end, ^ 

b) fixedly retaining by some seventh means any of the smaller tubes inside the 
larger tubes in said set thereby aflfectingv^dififering usable total lengths for said 
handle, 

c) mounting said distal end of said largest tuOe to said rake head of said tool, 

d) extending said handle by pulling out said proximal end of said smallest tube, 

e) gathering said material, and ^ 

f) retracting the extended handle by pushing in saici proximal end of said 
smallest tube inside the larger tubes, 

whereby a user can pre-adjust the extended length of said handle quasi- 
permanently and get only that length every time it is ex^^nded for use in gathering 
material. 


122. The method in claim 121 wherein said seventh means comprises 


a) wherein said set of nesting tubes includes a second smallest, a^tiiird smallest 

and so on and so forth until a numbered smallest tube becomes equivalent to 

I \ 

said largest tube, 



b) wherein said siliallest tube is receivable inside said second smallest tube 
receivable inside\said third smallest tube and so on and so forth and altogether 
receivable inside said largest tube, 

c) wherein the distal en^s of all tubes in said set except said largest tube have 
enlarged cross sectior 

d) wherein the proximal en)ds of all tubes in said set except said smallest tube 
have reduced cross sections, 

e) wherein each of the tubes imsaid set has a longitudinal center, 

f) wherein the longitudinal centVs of all tubes in said set coincide when the 
tubes are nested together, 

g) providing for each of the tubes ih said set at least a pair of apertures disposed 
towards said proximal end of eacft of the tubes, said pair of apertures going 
laterally through its said longitudinal center, 

h) providing a retaining cross bar or equivalent of size that can snugly go 
through and cover any of said pair of apertures, 

i) aligning the pairs of apertures of the tuftes in said set that are to be retained, 
j) urging said retaining cross bar through aM the aligned apertures, and 
k) securing said retaining cross bar in place, 
whereby any number of tubes starting from the\smallest to the second largest can 
remain nested inside their respective larger tube\ depending on what apertures are 
aligned for said cross bar. 


123. The method in claim 121 wherein said seventh means comprises: 

a) wherein said set of nesting tubes includes a secorra smallest, a third smallest 
and so forth imtil a numbered smallest tube becomes equivalent to said largest 
tube, 

b) wherein said smallest tube is receivable inside secon^ smallest tube receivable 
inside said third smallest tube and so one and so forth \jid altogether 
receivable inside said largest tube. 


IS 


c) wherein the distal ends of all tubes in said set except said largest tube have 
enlarged cross^ections, 

d) wherein the proxVnal ends of all tubes in said set except said smallest tube 
have reduced cros^ections, 

e) wherein each of the rubes in said set has a longitudinal center, 

f) wherein the longitudinal centers of all tubes in said set coincide when the 
tubes are nested together^ 

g) providing for each of the ti^es in said set at least a pair of apertures disposed 
towards said distal end of each of the tubes, said pair of apertures going 
laterally through its said longimdinal center, 

h) providing a retaining cross bar okequivalent of size that can snugly go 
through and cover any of said pairVf apertures, 

i) aligning the pairs of apertures of theVubes in said set that are to be retained, 
j) urging said retaining cross bar througniall the aligned apertures, and 

k) securing said retaining cross bar in placV 

whereby any number of tubes starting from tne second largest to the smallest can 
remain nested inside their respective larger tub\s depending on what apertures are 
aligned for said cross bar. \ 

124. A method of providing a telescoping rake handle for a rake mat can gather and pick 
material comprising: \ 

a) providing at least two tubes each having a longitudmal center, a distal end and 
a proximal end, and an inner diameter, V 

b) wherein a smallest tube is receivable inside a second ^aliest tube receivable 
inside a third smallest tube and so on and so forth and ^together receivable 
inside a largest tube, \ 

c) providing for each of said tubes a pair of apertures going mterally through its 
longitudinal center and disposed toward its distal end, \ 


d) providing for^bach of said tubes a retaining cross bar snugly receivable inside 
said pair of apej^es for each of said tubes, 

e) wherein said retaining cross bar is of length longer than the inner diameter of 

\ 

its respective tube but no longer than the inner diameter of the next larger 
tube, \ 

f) urging said retaining cross bar into its respective pair of apertures, 

g) providing a flexible cord-like member for each of said tubes except said 
smallest tube, said flexible cord-like member about as long as said largest 
tube, \^ 

h) securing one end of a first oftthe flexible cord-like members onto the retaining 
cross bar of said smallest tube\ 

i) inserting the other end of said first of the flexible cord-like members into the 
proximal end of said second smallest tube and securing it onto the retaining 

cross bar at its distal end such that s^aid first of the flexible cord-like members 

\ 

is taut when said smallest tube is at an extended position relative to said 
second smallest tube, \ 

\^ 

j) securing one end of a second of the flexible cord-like members onto the 
retaining cross bar of said second smallest^ube, 

k) inserting the other end of said second of th^^exible cord-like members into 
the proximal end of said third smallest tube and securing it onto the crossbar 
at its distal end such that said second of the flexible cord-like members is taut 
when said second smallest tube is at an extendek^position relative to said third 
smallest tube, and V 

1) repeating the steps wherein one end of each one of(|he f emaining flexible 
cord-like members is secured to the retaining cross bar on each of the 
remaining said tubes, and the other end of each one of saia remaining flexible 
cord-like members is inserted into the proximal end OMhe next larger tube and 
secured onto the cross-bar at its distal end, 


ible cord-like members retain said tubes together in the 


125. The picking rake in claim 101 whferein at least one of the rake handles further includes at 

\ 

least one hand grip or equivalent handling member comprising a branch extending 
substantially transversely therefrom and disposed thereon within reach of said user with an 
extended arm whereon said user can hold said picking rake when raking and picking 
material. 


1 26. The handle-in claim 1 1 2 



a) wherein said right arm grip further includes: 

a) an extra right branch next to said right hand grip upon which the open first 
hand of said user can rest, 

b) a right hand strap for anchoring\aid open first hand of said user on said 
right arm grip, 

b) wherein said left arm grip further incliides: 

a) an extra left branch next to said leftihand grip upon which the open 
second hand of said user can rest, ancj 

b) a left hand strap for anchoring said op^n second hand of said user on said 
left arm grip, 

whereby said user can use said picking rake for picking material even with hands 
open. 


127. The picking rake in claim 101 wherein at least one of the handles further includes at least a 
hand grip or equivalent handling member comprising a brancl]|extending substantially 
transversely therefrom whereby a user can part the dual handles^ pick up material, reconnect 
the dual handles and rake material while holding on to said handling member. 



128. The dual-handle in claVi 105 wherein said third means to effect a movable handling 
member on at least one of the handles is selected from a group comprising: 

A. a means comprising 

a) providing the handle with a plurality of apertures along its length, 

b) providing said handling member with: 

a) an additional sh©rt outer tube disposed substantially transversely on said 
handling member\said short outer tube snugly receivable outside the 
handle, 

b) at least one hole disposed on said short outer tube, and 

c) at least one snap buttonWxtemally mounted on said short outer tube, said 
snap button having a posMioning head engaged inwardly into said hole and 
capable of engaging furthekinto any of said apertures along the handle, 

B. a means comprising of providing said hmdling member with: 

a) an additional short outer tube disp^ed substantially transversely on said 
handling member, said short outer ti^e snugly receivable outside the handle, 

b) a window disposed on said short outer tube, and 

c) a friction generator 166 or equivalent \isposed on said short outer tube, said 
friction generator having a lopsided knol^ head capable of communicating to 
the outside surface of the handle via said ^indow, 

C. a means comprising of providing said handling meanber with an additional tubular 
clamp 2002-2 or equivalent disposed substantially transversely on said handling 
member, said tubular clamp tightly receivable outside the handle, 

D. a means comprising of providing said handling membV with: 

a) an additional short outer tube disposed substantially transversely on said 
handling member, said short outer tube snugly receivable outside the handle, 

b) a reinforced aperture having threaded inner walls disposed on said short outer 
tube, and 


\. 


c) a thumb screw threaded to match the thread on said imier walls and disposed 

\ 

inside said reinforced%perture, said thumb screw having a tip capable of 
communicating to the outside surface of the handle, 
E. a means comprising: 

a) providing the rake handle with a plurality of first lateral through-holes along 
its length, said first lateral through-holes going through the longitudinal center 
of the handle, \ 

b) providing said handling member with: 

a) an additional short outer tu^e disposed substantially transversely on said 
handling member, said short ^uter tube snugly receivable outside the 
handle, 

b) a second lateral through-hole passing through the longitudinal center of 
said short outer tube, \ 

c) a bolt or equivalent of size capablelpf going through and covering any of 
said first lateral through holes and s^d second lateral through-hole, and 

d) a nut or equivalent to keep said bolt in place. 


129. The dual-handle in claim 106 wherein said fourth mtms to effect an adjustable length on 
at least on the handles is selected fi-om a group comprising^ 
A. a means wherein the handle comprises: 

a) a pair of telescoping tubes comprising a first inner tube receivable inside a 
first outer tube each having a first near end andk first far end, 

b) wherein said handling member is disposed on s^d first outer tube, 

c) a plurality of apertures disposed along the lengthlof said first outer tube, 

d) at least one first hole disposed on said first near egd of said first inner tube, 
and 

e) a first snap button having at least one first position&ig head, said first snap 
button disposed inside said first near end of said first inner tube, said first 


so 


positionmg head engaged outwardly into said first hole and capable of being 
further eng^ed into any of said apertures along said first outer tube, 

whereby the length of the handle is determined by the location of the aperture said 

first positioning hekd is engaged in, 

B. a means wherein the hanjlle comprises: 

a) a pair of telescoping tubes comprising a second inner tube receivable inside a 
second outer tube, ea)di having a second near end and a second far end, 

b) wherein said handling member is disposed on said second outer tube, 

c) a second hole disposed on said second far end of said second outer tube, 

d) a plurality of apertures disposed along the length of said second inner tube, 
and \ 

e) a second snap button extemalmmoiinted on said second far end of said 
second outer tube said second sn\p button having a second positioning head 
engaged inwardly into said second^hole and capable of engaging into any of 
said apertures along said second innef tube, 

C. a means wherein the handle comprises: 

a) a pair of telescoping tubes comprising aVhird inner tube receivable inside a 
third outer tube, each having a third near end and a third far end, 

b) wherein said handling member is disposed^on said third outer tube, 

c) a window disposed on said third far end of said third outer tube, and 

d) a friction generator 166 or equivalent disposed on said third outer tube having 
a lopsided knob head capable of communicating to an outside surface of the 
handle via said window, 

D. a means wherein the handle comprises: 

a) a pair of telescoping tubes comprising a fourth inn&r tube receivable inside a 
fourth outer tube, each having a fourth near end andla fourth far end, 

b) wherein said handling member is disposed on said fcLrth outer tube. 


c) a short slit disposed on said fourth far end of said foui 


d) a tubular clamp or equivalent tightly receivable over s lid slit. 


h outer tube, and 


E. a means whetein the handle comprises: 

a) a pair oftelescoping tubes comprising a fifth inner tube receivable inside a 
fifth outer mbe, each having a fifth near end and a fifth far end, 

b) wherein said Widling member is disposed on said fifth outer tube, and 

c) a twist lock plug^ 1 70 or equivalent installed in the fifth near end of said fifth 
inner tube, 

F. a means wherein the handle comprises: 

a) a pair of telescoping mbes comprising a sixth inner tube receivable inside a 
sixth outer tube, the sixjh inner and outer tubes each having a sixth near end 
and a sixth far end, 

b) wherein said handling merhber is disposed on said sixth outer tube, 

c) a reinforced aperture havin^threaded inner walls disposed on said sixth outer 
tube near its said sixth far enolL and 

d) a thumb screw threaded to match the thread on said inner walls and disposed 
inside said reinforced aperture, said thumb screw having a tip capable of 
communicating to the outside sur^ce of the handle, 

G. a means wherein the handle comprises: 

a) a pair of telescoping tubes comprising a seventh inner tube receivable inside a 
seventh outer tube, the seventh inner a^d outer tubes each having a seventh 
near end and a seventh far end, 

b) wherein said handling member is dispose)d on said seventh outer tube, 

c) a plurality of third lateral through-holes disposed along the length of said 
seventh inner tube, said third lateral throughYioIes going through the 
longitudinal center of said seventh inner tubeX 

d) a fourth lateral through-hole passing through tHe longitudinal center of said 
seventh outer tube disposed near said seventh end of said seventh outer 
tube, 

e) a bolt of size capable of going through and coveri ig any of said third lateral 

V 

through-holes and said fourth lateral through-hold and 


f) a nut Qjr equivalent to keep said bolt in place, 
H. a means wherein>^aid gathering component of said tool comprises: 

a) an elongateci cavity capable of receiving the distal end of the handle, 

b) a plurality of apertures disposed along said elongated cavity, 

c) a fifth hole disposed near the distal end of the handle, and 

d) a snap button having at least one positioning head disposed inside the distal 
end of the handle, sai^ positioning head engaged outwardly into said fifth hole 
and capable of engaging into any of said apertures along said elongated 
cavity, and 

L a means wherein the handle comprises at least two tubes each having tapering cross 
sections, said two tubes being an inner tube receivable inside an outer tube, whereby 
the cross sections of said inner tube and said outer tube keep both tubes together in 
the extended position without the use of^f xtra retainers. 


130. The picking rake in claim 113 wherein said fifth means to hold together said upper part 
and said lower part is selected fi*om a group comprising: 

A. a means wherein said upper part and said lower^art of said left rake handle each has 
a far end and a near end and a cross section taperkig from its said far end to its said 
near end, whereby the tapering cross sections keep^aid upper part and said lower 
part together in the extended position, 

B. a means comprising: 

a) wherein said upper part and said lower part of said\eft rake handle each has a far 
end and a near end, 

b) wherein said far end of said upper part has an enlarge^ cross section, and 

c) wherein said near end of said lower part has a reducedicross section, 
whereby the enlarged and reduced cross sections collide to^eep the upper and lower 
parts together in the extended position. 


131. The picking rakedn claim 116 wherein said sixth means to adjustably fix said telescoping 
tubes comprises elen^nts or their equivalents selected from a group comprising: 

a) an internally mounted snap button, 

b) an extematly mounted snap button, 

c) a friction generator, 

d) a tubular clamj: 

e) a twist lock plug\ 

f) a thumb screw, 

g) a nut and bolt, and 

h) a tapering cross sectiof 


